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News Briefs

Branding 
Canada for 
the Food and 
Agriculture 
Industry 
In key markets Canada 
has a predominantly 
favourable image. The 
Branding Canada initiative 
is a national strategy to 
build on these positive 
perceptions and exceed 
customers’ expectations.

“Brands are built over 
time and created by 
the efforts of many,” 
said Janice Vansickle, 
executive director of 
branding management at 
Agriculture and Agri-Food 
Canada. “This strategy 
is about finding what 
the world wants from 
us, and delivering – one 
transaction at a time.”

The Canada brand offers 
increased visibility and 
opportunities to leverage 
Canada’s positive image.

So what is behind the 
Canada brand? The answer 
is in studies measuring 
perceptions of Canada’s 
agriculture and food 
industry among buyers 
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The BC Wine Grape Council has 
introduced an insect vector monitoring 
program to ensure wine grape plants 
imported from Europe are free of 
leafhoppers that can spread a bacteria-
like organism and destroy entire 
vineyards. IAF will provide $40,500 
– through the Advancing Canadian 
Agriculture and Agri-Food program 
– for this three-year, $104,500 project, 
which will also help researchers build a 
knowledge base of the potential insect 
vectors by collecting, mapping and 
identifying specimens obtained from 
select vineyards in the Southern Interior. 

In early 2006, the Canadian Food 
Inspection Agency (CFIA) set strict 

entry conditions on grape vines 
imported from France and  
Germany in response to the 
potential threat of spreading 
phytoplasma diseases in European 
nurseries. The diseases, which are 
spread by leafhoppers, can reduce 
vigour and yield, reduce grape 
quality and may kill affected plants. 
The CFIA requires all imported 
plants be placed under quarantine-
like conditions for three years. 

“This is mostly a precautionary 
initiative. If we do find that 
we have a vector present here, 
that would definitely affect 
whether we still import plants 
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Although it has not been detected in BC, researchers will be on the lookout for this 
leafhopper, Scaphoideus titanus, a vector responsible for spreading a phytoplasma  
disease called flavescence dorée in Europe. Photo: INRA – Dijon, France  
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In April 2006, the District of 
Summerland adopted its new 
agriculture plan, which upon further 
review will be incorporated into 
the new Official Community Plan 
(OCP) to help the community make 
informed decisions about land use.

This project falls under IAF’s Local 
Government Agricultural Planning 
Program, which supports projects 
that lead to the development of an 
agricultural plan within municipalities 
and regional districts. IAF committed 
$300,000 to the program in 1999, and 
individual planning projects receive up 
to 50 per cent of the eligible costs to a 
$30,000 cap, depending on the level of 
agricultural activity in the community.

“The program is meant to assist 
municipalities to incorporate 
agricultural planning into their OCPs 
and to use that information when 
they’re making land use decisions 
that could impact agriculture,” said 
Bob McCoubrey, IAF director and 
former mayor of Lake Country. 

The $67,400 Summerland project, which 
began in late 2004, received the $30,000 
maximum from IAF. Its purpose was to 
supply information on agriculture to 
the OCP, recommend ways to enhance 
agriculture opportunities, and determine 
which land should stay in agriculture and 
which should be used for development.

Many communities across BC are 
struggling to come to grips with these 
same issues. The benefit of these planning 
projects is that they start the dialogue on 
these issues and help communities decide 
how best to balance competing interests.

“This was a positive process because it 
made the community stop and think 
about agriculture…and then develop 
an agriculture plan,” said McCoubrey. 

With the help of the local agriculture 
advisory committee, the plan filled 
gaps in the knowledge base, and added 
information on soils, crop types, and 
irrigation systems to Summerland’s 
geographic information system. This 
better understanding of the landscape 
will be beneficial to the district’s 
financial well-being and quality of life, 
a connection recognized by committee 
chair Lloyd Christopherson.  

“The plan outlines the contribution 
agriculture makes to both the economics 
and ambiance of Summerland, and 
gives agriculture a higher profile in the 
community,” said Christopherson.

The Local Government Agricultural 
Planning Program has provided support 
to several communities, including the 
Comox Valley, whose plan is completed, 
and Salt Spring Island, which is in the 
early stages of developing their own 
plan to fit the island’s circumstances. 

Summerland’s New Agriculture Plan
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Insect Vector Monitoring
continued
from France or not, or if we completely 
shut down import,” said Hans Buchler, 
chair of the BC Wine Grape Council.

In BC, there are approximately 600,000 
plants in total that must abide by the 
CFIA’s post-entry conditions, and 
the BC Wine Grape Council expects 
that almost 85 per cent of these will 
be monitored by the program. 

“You cannot really treat the disease,” said 
Buchler. “The only way to control its spread 
is to control the leafhopper vector.”

Participating growers will receive 
monitoring services for a significantly 
smaller fee than it would cost them 
to conduct independent monitoring 
programs. Sticky yellow cards distributed 
in participating vineyards will be collected 
weekly and inspected for insects of interest, 
which will be identified and tallied.

“We’re going to…take samples from the 
sticky cards of leafhoppers or other insects 
that are potentially suspicious and they 
will be sent to Ottawa for identification,” 
said Buchler. This will allow researchers 
to ensure plants are disease-free and 
also build a knowledge base of insect 
populations to help track future changes.

The BC Wine Grape Council’s insect vector 
monitoring program will help keep BC 
vineyards free of phytoplasma diseases such 
as flavescence dorée, which has destroyed 
this Cabernet Sauvignon in France.  
Photo: INRA – Dijon, France

Summerland, which is celebrating its centennial this year, created an agricultural plan  
to enhance agricultural knowledge in the district. Photo: District of Summerland
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IAF’s Livestock Waste Tissue Initiative 
is funding a new project that will create 
and test a template for local governments 
across the province to use when planning 
for emergency mass carcass disposal in 
the event of disease outbreak or natural 
disaster. Not only will the template help 
farmers and other agriculture-related 
stakeholders bounce back faster, it will 
also help lessen public health threats 
and other negative social impacts.

Consultants are currently developing the 
template and creating emergency plans 
for the test community of Chilliwack, 
where agriculture is concentrated in the 
community, and the test region of the 
Cariboo, where agriculture is spread 
out across the regional district. The two 
locations will help with the process of 
revising and testing the template. 

The next step, led by the Union of British 
Columbia Municipalities (UBCM), involves 
planning what funding the remaining 
49 communities and regions across BC 
should receive to develop their own 
emergency plans based on the template.

Prepared for Future Emergencies

“The partnership with the Livestock Waste 
Tissue Initiative will put into place a program 
that will enhance local governments’ ability 
to deal with livestock-related emergencies,” 
said Marvin Hunt, president of UBCM. 
“It will help local governments develop 
emergency plans that will allow for the 
timely and efficient disposal of mass animal 
carcasses, so as to minimize their impact 
on the economic, heath and environmental 
well-being of local communities.”

The plans will address public health risks, 
environmental contamination and the spread 
of disease to other livestock. Everyone 
will know their roles and responsibilities, 
gaps will be identified, and emergency 
response time will be improved. 

“The heat of the moment is the wrong 
time to build bridges,” said Rick Van 
Kleeck, coordinator of the Livestock 
Waste Tissue Initiative. After the Avian 
Influenza outbreak in 2004, when 2.5 
million birds were culled and disposed 
of, it became clear that localized plans for 
regions across BC are necessary to help get 
through a future disaster – whether disease, 

Cooking with local food will soon be a 
lot easier, thanks to the publication of a 
new BC Chefs’ Association cookbook, 
Hot Chefs, Fresh Plates. The book contains 
100 recipes, each paired with a BC wine, 
and information on BC growers and 
availability of their products. It will be 
available online in time for Christmas.

The BC Chefs’ Association saw a lack 
of connection between consumers and 
local producers and wanted to create a 
resource to provide British Columbians 
with this missing information. 

“We’re trying to become more involved in 
what BC has to offer,” said Don Gyurkovits, 
project coordinator and vice-president 
of the BC Chefs’ Association. Not only 
does the book supply gourmet appetizers, 
entrées and desserts, it also explains where 
to find local farms and wineries that can 
provide the mouth-watering ingredients.

BC Cookbook Celebrates Local Produce

“If you look at any of the photographs [in 
the cookbook], that’s all BC products; that 
all can be sourced here in British Columbia,” 
said Gyurkovits. As a Vancouverite, he finds 
it challenging to find local produce and sees 
little Canadian produce at all; most is from 
California. He hopes that the cookbook will 
help people across the province realize that  
“we have the best products in the world to use.”

Created in recognition of the 10th 
anniversary of the annual Junior Chefs Hot 
Competition, this book contains award-
winning recipes gathered from annual 
competitions over the past 10 years. IAF 
provided $15,000 for this $43,500 project, 
which is funded by the Advancing Canadian 
Agriculture and Agri-Food program.

The 121-page cookbook will sell for 
$20 plus tax and shipping. Proceeds go 
directly to scholarship funds for budding 
chefs in culinary programs in BC.

For information on ordering  
Hot Chefs, Fresh Plates, please 
visit www.bcchefs.com.

Summerland’s New Agriculture Plan

forest fire, earthquake or flood – more 
quickly and with less negative impact. 

Similar to the Okanagan Mountain Park 
forest fire of 2003, Avian Influenza caused 
a lot of damage beyond the obvious 
physical destruction. The disease did not 
just affect farmers; processors, producers, 
hauling companies, feed companies, and 
other sectors faced drastic economic, 
social and emotional damage.

“Anything we can do to speed up the 
response and speed up that recovery 
time lessens the economic impact on the 
community,” said Van Kleeck. “If we can 
do this planning now, we should be able 
to move through any future disasters 
more efficiently and more effectively.”

Funding for this $59,407 project, which 
is expected to be completed by the end 
of November 2006, came from the $5 
million Livestock Waste Tissue Initiative. 

For more information on this initiative,  
contact: Rick Van Kleeck at (604) 556-3145,  
Rick.VanKleeck@gov.bc.ca or visit 
www.iafbc.ca/livestock. 



Funding  prov ided  by :

and consumers in key markets: the US, Mexico, 
Japan and the EU.

These studies show Canada is seen as a reliable 
supplier of safe, high-quality goods and as 
trustworthy, environmentally aware, competent 
and credible. They also show Canada performs 
well against the competition and reveal ways the 
Canadian industry can differentiate from the 
competition.

From the points of differentiation came the Brand 
Promise: “We are committed to earning our 
customers’ trust in Canadian agriculture and food 
products every day through our relentless pursuit 
of excellence in all that we do.”

The brand promise is an internal mission statement 
for industry and government, defining the image 
Canada must live up to in order to maintain market 
share and capitalize on new opportunities.

Industry and the federal and provincial 
governments worked closely to craft the Brand 
Promise. The team also finalized the public images 
of the brand which are the visuals, including a 
stylized maple leaf and ribbon, and the tag-line: 
Quality is in our nature.

“Looking ahead, the 2010 Vancouver Olympics will 
be a natural showcase for our food and agriculture 
sector,” said Vansickle. “Imagine the benefits to be 
reaped by reaching a broad, international audience 
of visitors to Canada as well the millions following 
international media coverage.”

To fully realize the potential of the Canada brand 
is a long-term effort, but one that has a strong start 
and shows much promise.

Market research and branding tools are available 
online to help exporters position their products and 
companies in international markets at  
www.brandcanada.agr.gc.ca. 

 

Branding Canada continued

New Biofuels Initiative
IAF is currently accepting letters of intent to submit 
a proposal for the new Biofuels Opportunities for 
Producers Initiative. BC was allocated $310,000 
under this national initiative, which aims to support 
projects that improve agricultural producers’ 
ability to participate in and take advantage of 
opportunities created by new biofuels requirements 
in transportation fuels. Letters of intent are due 
December 15, 2006 and full proposals are due 
January 31, 2007. Details can be found at:  
www.iafbc.ca/info_post.htm 

Lenore Barron
Lenore joined IAF full time on 
May 1, 2006 as an administrative 
assistant after working on a 
temporary basis for several 
months. She brings a diverse 

background to the job, including experience as an 
employee of the Public Service Employee Relations 
Commission, a life coach on the Songhees Reserve 
and as a commercial photographer. She grew up in 
an agricultural valley in Manitoba, where she took 
part in the local 4-H club. 

Bill Henderson  
Bill is the newest staff member 
at IAF and is taking over as 
manager of project development 
and implementation, previously 
held by Al Helmersen. Bill is a 

seasoned executive who brings broad experience to 
the role from the fields of economic development, 
non-profit leadership, small business, training and 
innovation incubation. Bill’s responsibilities will 
include working with industry and government to 
advance the strategies and actions of Focus on the 
Future to help create a stronger future for BC’s agri-
food sector.
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